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Your Guide to Encyclopadia Britannica

Britannica Online is an exciting, powerful and multi-faceted internet
encyclopaedia which Shetland Library subscribes to and which all SIC intranet
users can access from their desk computer. It contains information kept up to
date with yearly review documents & quarterly updates of new content.

Use this powerful resource to search or browse for information in
encyclopedias, magazines, videos, and Web sites, and enhance the
information literacy of your worklife.

Encyclopaedia Britannica offers two ways to access this wealth of information:

1. You can search all the content at once to see results for students of
every level.

2. You can choose a library appropriate for your level:

e Encyclopaedia Britannica for adults
e Britannica Student for content for ages 10-14
e Britannica Junior for primary school students.

You can search the chosen encyclopedia as well as magazines, Web sites,
and videos. You can also explore a dictionary and thesaurus, atlases,
timelines, and other features -- all at the appropriate level.

Accessing Britannica Online

To access the Encyclopaedia Britannica, go to the Shetland Library
homepage, and access either by selecting Britannica option on the left of the
screen. Alternatively, to immediately access one of the three aged
Britannicas, access through the 24 Hour Library. On the 24 Hour Lib hub,
choose Online Reference Library.

Then, on that page, select one of the three age-appropriate options for
Britannica.

Original Sources, an option on both of these pages, is also by Britannica, and
we will see a little of it later.



Britannica Homepage

The Britannica homepage provides access to the three age-appropriate
databases: Adult, Student, and Junior. The language and nature of content
is suited to the intended audience, with junior dominated by interactivity, and
student & adult by an increasing depth and breadth of content.

ENCYCLOPEDI

Britannica Online Libvavy Edition

HOME | | DICTIONARY | | WORKSPACE | | LIBRARIAN RESOURCES | | GUIDED TOUR | | HELP

Welcome! What's YOUR favourite topic? Explore it with us!

Begin your search by choosing the section right for you.

Search The Full Library Edition M . Qo 4

Enter a w?rd or phrase and click Go. H—GLQPED‘AEBRITAﬁHIC—A !
» More Library I :
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students aged 10-14 ] e young students aged 6-10
Begin your search here. y /4 Begin your search here.

Comments and Questions :: Subscription Form :: Copyright Guidelines/Usage Agreement :: Legal Motices

© 2010 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.

One can access content directly by typing a subject into the Search The Full
Library Edition box, which will include all versions of Britannica.

e Thisis a broad search & results will be taken from each resource, for
example 6dinosaur 66 wil/l return three co
Student & Junior respectively.

¢ In addition, downloadable pdfs, weblinks, images & videos can all be
accessed from the Search All, with results accessible on the results

screen.
e Search All provides an encompassment of Britannica information, is
easy, but doesndét illustrate to users p:

resource.
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Differing from the simple splatter-gun approach of Search All, the different
versions of Britannica provide easier ways to find and secure the right

information, not simply just through simple searches, but also via specialist
features suited to the age range.

For the purposes of this training session, we shall begin with Adult.



A Britannica version: Britannica Adult

Sritannica Online Libvavy Edifion EncycLor£DIA BRITANNICA
i | | DICTIONARY | | WORKSPACE | | ADMINISTRATORS | | GUIDED TOUR | | HELP

2 Search

© New & Revised amieies

sanFosociico Glants »  Guy Faades Day
*» blann . E‘.u[ Qit #andabirot
Talara B * dederpest Instant access to statistics

and summary nfarmation for
Europe!

>Learm More

Discoysr Our s

» fasda Cameron * angsen Dsisat

» Crostia » tyrannozaur

') Browse

 The Index O A-Z Browse ([ Subject Browse
O Biographies (O Notable Quotations
0 Gateway to the Classics

© Year in Review

 Spotlights © Classics Merriam.Webster
© World Atias © World Data O Timelines

 Country Comparisons

© Biography, .. Day

John Milton
SAn More

""History
Dowglas Wikder
slected governor
Laam Maore

o This Day

O News uw 1818 ICEIAYS

Ui-indiy tiez 'to define contury'

> Cownt under way In Burma slection
> Qanti flock A0 eraine prolien:
> New tert could boort IVF ruccasy

> Ngacian aditants sttack oil rig

> German wasts tran reaghes depot
> Deadly car bomb in cectral i
> BN ity Cublin ag worres mouos

O News by ac’h'ﬂuk

ONTTHE WER
Y

Britannica Adult is the fullest version, age appropriate for 15 and above.

In addition to its search bar, the homepage of Adult (and indeed Student &
Junior) has numerous ways of accessing resources. Britannica hosts multi-
media (pictures, films & audio), journal pieces, interactive maps & atlases,
interaction with Excel from statistical sheets, and more i all accessible from

this page.
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azsemblage consisting of the Sun=an average star in the Milky Way Galaay=and thoze bodies
orbiting around it: 8 [formerly 9] planets with about 160 known planatary satellites [moons);

countlass ...

View: Article | Images | Related Articles | Multimedia | Tables

solar nebula

gaseous cloud from which, in the so-called nebular hypothesis of the origin of the solar system, the Sun and
planets formed by condensation. In 1755 the German philosopher Immanuel Kant suggested ..,

Wiew: Article | Related Articles

Multimedia
Results 1-3 of 95.

solar eell i solar system: planets in
T — any device that directly converts the energy In light into electrical energy through the comparative size
=g | photovoltaic effect. The averwhalming majority of selar cells are fabricated from silicon—with

;_a-:-- Irkcreasing ...

- " View: Artiele | Images | Relsted Artieles | Multimedis

solar system 4k

gegcentric system il

ary theory of the structure of the selar system [or the universe] in which Earth is assumed to
be at the centra of all. The most highly developed geocentric system was that of Ptolemy of
Algxandria .., Orion Hebula: star
View: Article | Images | Related Articles | Multimedia formation

heliccentric system +bd
a cosmologlcal model In which the Sun s assumed to lie at or near a central point (e.g., of the selar system or of
the universa) while the Earth and other bodies revolve around it. [n the Sth ...

Wiew: Article | Images | Related Articles | Multimedia

Tychonie system b

scheme for the structure of the solar system put forward in 1983 by the Danish astronomer
Tycho Brahe. He retained from the ancient Ptolemaic system the idea of Earth as a fixed
centra of the ...

View: Article | Images | Related Articles

The results page, is like the general search page, varied and deep. In the
centre is a list of relevant articles, arranged first by title, and then relevance of
the text of each.

In addition to the articles, on the right hand side, there is the ability to access
journals and links to recommended websites & primary sources, which we
shall discuss below, as well as relevant multi-media.

and



An article: Solar System

Britannica Online Libvary Edition

ENCYCLOPADIA BRITANNICA
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assemblage consisting of the Sun—an
average star in the Milky Way Galaxy—
and those bodies orbiting around it: 8
iformerly 9) planets with about 160
known planetary satellites (moons)
countless asteroids, some with their
own satellites: comets and other icy
bodies: and vast reaches of highly
tenuous gas and dust known as the
interplanetary medium

The Sun, Moon. and brightest planets
ware visible to the naked ayes of

ancient astronomers, and their
observations and calculations of the
movements of these bodies gave rise

to the science of astronomy. Today the amount of
information on the motions. properties. and compositions
of the planets and smaller bodies has grown to immense
proportions, and the range of cbservational instruments

has extended far beyond the solar system to other galaxies

and the edge of the known universe, Yet the solar system
and its immediate outer boundary still represent the limit
of our physical reach. and they remain the core of our
theoretical understanding of the cosmos as well. Earth-
launched space probes and landers have gathered data on

**. and other bedies, and this data

Literature ¥

The article about the subject can be quite brief or very long. Unlike a wikipedia
page, Britannica breaks the subject up under headings across several pages

T and the contents for this article, on the left of the screen, allow easy access
to any of the pages within, up to and including the bibliography. This means
that library users & staff can find recommended books for customers within a
resource article quickly & efficiently.

Britannica is also about much more than the words of the article itself.

e Pictures can pop out if you hover over them, as the second image on
the page does. Pretty much all articles have images, and even if they
do not pop out i one click, and you will be taken to a larger image,
which itself can be expanded.

objects listed in the

own satellites: ¢

omets and other icy
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Tables of information can also be accessed from orange buttons
dotted throughout an article. There is one at the bottom of the page.
You can see how many Tables, images and other content in the top left
of the screen.
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Early scientific

The Sun, Moon, and brightest planets
were visible to the naked eyes of
ancient astronomers, and their
observations and calculations of the
movements of these bodies gave rize
to the science of astronomy. Today
the amount of infarmation an the
motions, properties, and compositions of the planets and smaller

theores
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+ Studies of other solar
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+ tdditional Reading

* General warks
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bodies has grown to immense proportions, and the range of observational instruments
has extended far beyond the selar system to other galaxies and the edge of the known
universe. Yet the selar system and its immediate outer boundary still represent the limit

of our physical reach, and they remain the core of our theoretical understanding of the

Print this Table of Ci
o thiz Table of Lontents cosmas as well, Earth-launched space probes and landers have gathered data on planets,

moons, asteroids, and other bodies, and this data has been added to the measurements
collected with telescopes and other instruments from below and above Earth's
atmosphere and to the information extracted from meteorites and fram Moon rocks
returned by astronauts. Al this information is scrutinized in attempts to understand in
detail the origin and evolution of the selar system—a goal toward which astronomers
caontinue to make great strides.

Merriam |
Wielster,

Unsure of the

meaning of a word? This article surveys briefly the vast body of knowledge of the selar

Double-click it to Table system and traces the progress in theories of its origin, For detailed
look it up in information on the component parts of the solar system, see
Merrigm-Webster's individual articles on the objects listed in the table of comparative data for the Sun,
Dictionary. planets, and other objects.
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Tabs

At the top of the page there are blue-coloured tabs: Save to Workspace,
Print Page, Print Article, E-mail Article & Cite Article

These very exciting options to enhance your use of Britannica can again be
found on all versions.

solar system -k Page 1 of 20 | @

CAVE T WORKCDArE | CRINT EarF | CRINT ARTIFIFE | E.idall aRTiriE | CITF ARTIFIF
 SAVE TO WORKSPACE | PRINT PAGE | PRINT ARTICLE | E-MAIL ARTICLE | CITE ARTICLE

The ability to CITE the article is very good, and clicking on it takes one to the
pageo6s ilusefultfas powerpoints, online presentations & essays.

Using the tabs, one can also EMAIL the article. Clicking on this takes us to a
new page, where you can enter as many email addresses as you like. This is
a great option for a study group or a particular set of people, since it allows
you to email straight from Britannica the necessary information.

Save to Workspace: Your Personal Folder

The Workspace is a feature that makes Britannica stand out as a private and
public resource, as it gives users their own account in which to save
information for their own private use and also to create shared group folders.

You can use the Save to Workspace feature to create a customized page for
a research project. You can store any article, images or other Britannica
content to a Workspace, and therefore be able to retrieve it at any time.

Save to Project

You can use the Workspace feature to create a customized page for a research project. Store articles, images and othe
Britannica content in the Workspace and retrieve or clear them at.any tme

Anna’s Workspace Emi

[Fregect 1 ] [ Fianame Project | _Delote | _Export | | E-med | | Print | _Add Project

DATE CONTENT TYPE

TRE

£ smingnite I I
forem b vibings

ety

=]

NEW USERS EXISTING USERS

Adld To Praject: TIE projectname Add To Project:

If you woukd e to save your project to view Later o Plemse log in to save to an existing Werkspace
share with others, please create a new Workspace
account: Mame:
Workspace Name:
Password:

Password:

Eorgot your password?

E-mall Address (Optiora®); Lo

#Plegoe Note a1 e-mal address will be requred to
retrieve alost password
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You can create a workspace like an email account:

1. Create a name for the Workspace, in which all your content will be
stored.
2. Decide on a Project name i the folder of your workspace in which
you will store content.
3. Give it a password, so as to allow other users to search for and be
able to access the Workspaceds content
ensure protection against password loss.

You can save as much information as possible, including articles, images,
videos and so on. Also any content that is updated 1 for example an article i
will also be updated within the Workspace.

To find a Workspace, click upon Workspace at the top of the screen.

nica Online Libvavy Edition

zolar system L.
|

s
HOME | | DICTIONARY | | WORKSPACE | | ADMI

. Encyclopadia Britannica

Click on See a Shared Workspace, and | ook
Workspace

[ Create New Workspace ” Open My Workspace ” See a Shared Workspace

- Enter the name to view a shared Workspace

Mame: |Library Training |

You can access all materials in a shared Workspace, but changes
cannot be made.

You will see our Workspace, and be able to select one of our example
projects. As you can see, Workspaces are great for group work, as you are all
part of the Library Training Workgroup.

Library Training's Workspace
Solar System | | Rename Project | | Delete | | Export | [ E-mail | | Print| | Save | | Add Project | Help
TITLE CONTENT DATE  CONTENT TYPE NOTES
: o in astronomy, modal of the solar system Addad Encyclop=zdia
Copernican ri centred on the Sun, with Earth and other Movember | Britannica
rystem planets moving around it, formulated by E, 2010 articla ) Copy
Nizolaus Copernicus, and published in 1543, It -

appeared with an introduction by Rhiticus [Rheticus)
&5 De revolutionibus orbium coelastium libri W [*5ix
Books Conceming the Revolutions of the Heavenly
Orbs™). The Copernican system gave a truer picturs
than the older ..,

salar “ assemblage consisting of the Sun=—an average | Added Encyclopzzdia
Eyutem star in the Milky Way Galaxy—and thosa Movember | Britannica
badies orbiting around it: & (formerly 9) planets with &, 2010 arthcle

about 160 known planetary satellites [moons); countless
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Expand Your Research

At the top right of the article there is a box entitled Expand Your Research,
with three options.

Expand Your Research:

i—an .

250 Journals & Magazines
Laxy The Web's Best Sites
| it: 8 A dditional Reading
160

ns);

heir

Journals & Magazines provides electronic articles that can provide further
knowledge and analysis in addition to the main article. You may notice that
there is an option to filter by the Lexile score, and below each article is a
Lexile score. This is a Reading Level scale, breaking up reading from 7+ to
18+, and if you click on Lexile at the top you will see the scoring meaning
translated to ages. A score of 1210 would be suitable for 16 year olds and
above.

The Wor | dMebsitd® @revides you with links to reliable and
trustworthy websites. For Solar System, this includes NASA, National
Geographic, Astronomy Magazine and so on, linking users to the most
reputable of internet content for all articles. This helps users avoid the less
reputable subjects that come up using a Google search or the errors that are
found on Wikipedia articles often.

The other Research option, Additional Reading, provides a reading list to
follow up on the arti cl e @ls, websitast&ethdr ,
sources.

cover.
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If you feel you are unsure of the meaning of a word in the article, double click
on it, and a new window will open up, containing a dictionary article upon that

word. Also, if you would like to, you can hear the word spoken by clicking
upon the red speaker symbol after the word in bold.

Ed Ve

hory

Bookmarks  Tools  Help

eb.co. uk - Merria &)
m-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary
ne entry found -
tneteorite
Main Entry: me-te-or-ite i}
pronunciation: "mé t
Function: nown
Date: 1824
© ameteor that reaches the surface of the earth without
being completely vaparized
) 1 mé-té-a-'ri-tik\ also
sssemblage cons| me-te-or-it-rcal #) tikaliadjectie
Table of Contents average star in 4
Eicand sl Galaxy-and tho:
around it: 8 (fon
* Introduction about 160 knows
" Compositon o the it
- {moons); countls |
Dyt With their o sl javascript: speriMiBron{C1 1, ) steor04 vy i
+ Planets and thei ather icy bo s " B
meons highly tenuous gas and dust known as
* fsteroids and comets the interplanetary me divm Mo entries available
R r—
medium The Sun, Moon, and brightest planets
* Qriain of the solar swtem, were visible to the naked eyes of
Erysanidite ancient astronomers, and their
et observations and caleulations of the movements of these bodies
el b gawe rise to the science of astronomy, Today the amount of
fr— information on the motions, properties, and compasitions of the
. Acitionsl Resding planets and smaller bodies has grawn ta immense proportians, and
R the range of observational instruments has extended far beyond the solar system to
. Drigin of the solar ather galaxies and the edge of the known universe, Vet the salar system and its
immediate outer boundary still represent the limit of our physical reach, and they remain
the core of our thearetical understanding of the cosmas as well. Earth-launched space: b |
Print his Tabk of Contents prabes and landers have gathered data on plansts, moans, asteraids, and other badies,
and this data has been added ta the measurements collected with telescapes and ather
instruments from below and sbave Earth's stmasphere and ta the information extracted
from metearites and from AMoon racks returmed by astronauts. All this information is
scrutinized in attempts to understand in detail the origin and evolution of the solar
syster—a goal toward which astronomers contirue to make great strides
Unsure of the This article surveys briefly the vast body of knowledge of the solar
meaning of award? system and traces the progress in thearies of its origin, For detailsd
Danflloatfels i im information on the component parts of the solar system, see
ook it up in individual articles on the objects listed in the table of comparative data far the Sun,
Merriam-Webster's planets, and other objects
Dictionary.
Page 10f20  HextPage ©
i ition of the solar system v
Dere

iJ start. LYve
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If you return to the home page of Encyclopaedia Britannica Adult, and click
upon the Discover Our World option, you will be taken to an interactive map of
the world.

Discover Cur World

Click on any continent heh:rw to feuru mare!
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| select a continent b

If you click on a continent, for example, South America, you will be taken to a
similar map of it. Then you can click upon a country, for example Brazil, and
you will be taken to page describing it. This Quick Facts page will provide a
summary of information about, for example, Brazil, including its capital, head
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15

of state, language, population, land area & so on. You can print this page,
emai | it or link to the subject countryads

This is an excellent service for finding out quick facts about countries, or
alternatively, for finding out about new countries.

Quick Facts: Brazil

Profile

RepUblica Federativa do Brasil (Federative

.q Clfcatnans Republic of Brazil)
W Form of multiparty federal republic with 2 legislative

houses (Federal Senate [81]; Chamber of

t
governmen Deputies [513])

Head of state

and President
government
Capital Brasilia
Official
Portuguese

language
Official

o none
religion
Monetary )
unit real (RS; plural reais)

Population (2009 est.) 191,481,000

Total .area 3,267,612
(sq mi)
Total area

8,514,877
(sq km) o

Summary

officially Federative Republic of Brazil , Portuguese Republica Federativa do Brasil

officially Federative Republic of Brazil , Portuguese Republica Federativa
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Video on Britannica

Encyclopeedia Britannica has an extensive video library. This encompasses

both |l ong (6extended playd) and short

narration, others purely video footage.

If you click on Video Clips, you will see that they are split by subject matter:

Video Clips

Shart media clips providing quick topic overviews, Please select a category
below. You may also use the links to your left

Englizh

Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening

[T @try and Measurement

Earth and Space, Physical Science, and Life Science

Also see our Extended Play Videos collection

Clicking on one subject, for example, Science, takes you to another page
where, again, topics have been separated. If you click on Fish, you will see
various videos. We chose rédctofriad h Re ed
explaining about the eponymous fish.

clip:

VAind enma |


http://library.eb.co.uk/eb/browse/video
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Extended Play Videos are separated by different subjects, and the videos can

last up to an hour:

Extended Play Videos

Full-length videos providing in-depth coverage. Please select a category

below

e’ Anurmeation

chCE
Examing insects and spiders, discover the forests of the world, and
explore our changing Earth and vast universe

GEOGRAPH
o bayond aur bordars ko explare the countries of Africs, Asia,
fustralia, Europe, and the &mericas

WORLD STUDIES

Rizturn to the ancient world to experience garly clvilizations and
rnove through time, exploring important events around the world and
the global economy,

I.'\II:T!'.
Explore the works of Leonardo da Yinci and other great mastear
arkists,

Also see our Wideo Clips collaction

Britannica videos can be emailed, saved to a Workspace or, excitingly, can be
linked to your website i for example, your blog. Many people use Britannica
to search for a video for their website, rather than for study. The website is
keen to be seen to be a provider of high quality products for social activities
as well as more studious people.


http://library.eb.co.uk/eb/browse/extended_video
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Features & Browsing on Britannica

B

The Index A-Z Browse Subject Browse
Year in Review Gateway to the Classics
Biographies Notable Quotations

New! Media Collecticn

| > Features |

Spotlights Classics @ Merriam-Webster

Search

World Atlas World Data Timelines

Country Comparisons

World Data

World Data, an exciting feature that allows you to see a range of statistics
about one or more countries, compare countries on specific statistics or
indeed all, and in general make reports & essays more reputable with
excellent and up-to-date statistics, slotted into the text or as a complete
document in an appendix.

For example if we select South Africa from the drop down menu, and hit go,
we will be presented with a pdf document. Information is presented in
categories: demographics, vital statistics, national economy, trade, transport &
communication, education & health (including the no. of teachers, doctors &
so on), and military.

Country Comparisons

One can also compare countries, by clicking on Current Comparisons.
Select any number of countries, clicking add for each. Then underneath select
the statistics you wish to compare. You can then click Create a Table or
Create a Chart, creating each in a new window.

With a table, you have the option to switch the rows and columns. In addition
to printing and being able to email your results, you can also convert the table
to an Excel Spreadsheet and save it to your computer. This intuitive tool
allows easy conversion of information to your documents & webpages. Charts
are similar, and allow you to convert the numeric data to a spreadsheet/.

You can also compare countries with Chronological Comparisons,
comparing data from the last 90 years of different countries. You can select as
many countries as you like, but you can only select one type of statistic. You
can either create a table or a chart, and, again, you can convert this data to
Excel.


http://library.eb.co.uk/analyst
http://library.eb.co.uk/eb/nations/compare

Year in Review

Access the annual reviews of events, people & change as compiled by
Britannica, dating back to 1993. Contains much o f
relating to Nobel prizes, disasters, popular culture, drama, contemporary
events and so on.

Browse

» The [ndex

b A-F Browse

v subject Browse
b Year In Review

Browse
» Biographies
+ Video Browse
* Video Clips

* Extended Play
Videos

» Gateway to the
Classics
* By Author
* By Title
* By Subject
» Motable Quotations

* Quotes by Author
* Quotes by Subject

Features

+ Spotlights
» Classics

» Merriam-Webster
+ World Atlas

» World Data

I S eI

Year in Review

Br i

tanni
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cabs

Each year, Britannica publishes an annual review covering the notable people

and events of the previous year. Select a year to begin browsing these articles.

L]

-

Year in Review: Covering the events of 2009
Year in Review: Covering the events of 2008
Year in Review: Covering the events of 2007
Year in Review: Covering the events of 2006
Year in Review: Covering the events of 2005
Year in Review: Covering the events of 2004
Year in Review: Covering the events of 2003
Year in Review: Covering the events of 2002
Year in Review: Covering the events of 2001

Year in Review: Covering the events of 2000

LV RPN T | SR R ' T SRR TR T L Y

As part of this feature, there are special reports which are much like journalist

pieces:

Encyclopaadia Britannica

The Great Recession of 2008-09 -H

Year in Review 2009

I:F‘age 1 of 5:| 0

SAVE TO WORKSPACE | PRINT PAGE | PRINT ARTICLE | E-MAIL ARTICLE | CITE ARTICLE

by Joel Havemann

Expand Your Research:

@ Journals & Magazines

When 2009 dawned, no one knew

whether the global financial crisis
that had burst into full bloom the
previous autumn would develop into
the second Great Depression. Twelve
months later, what many called the

Great Recession showed signs of
coming to an end, and the worst
appeared to have been averted. On
the whole, private economists

applauded the U.5. government’s
response to the crisis at hand, but some of the remedies

enacted there and in other countries seemed poised to
haunt the world economy in years to come.

Cirmm if dhe fimmmeial cvicie didd et ] #lm

Workspace Projects

Dinosaurs v

lj Jurassic Period

cont e


http://library.eb.co.uk/eb/year
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Spotlightsi Bri t anni cads Feature Sites

Spotlightsar e Br i t anni caos -sifeg designedeodelemt ent mi ni
depth into particular subjects & to support education & personal interest in

these subjects. These cover very different topics, and include the Nobel

prizes, literature, world conflict, & science. Content includes articles, videos,

images, sound and more.

These Spotlight sites can be very impressive, and attempt to be fully
interactive e-zines (electronic magazines):


http://library.eb.co.uk/eb/spotlights




















































