Fantasy Reading List



Shetland Library Reading Lists

Fantasy

Fantasy is one of the most interesting of genres — based not upon
the rational, but the fantastical, the unreal, the magical. It seeks
meaning in the human condition, be it in absolute moral worlds or
in acts of superhuman belief, heroism and cruelty in its
protagonists. Recently fantasy has escaped the moral absolutes of
the past too, and paints alternate but yet more meaningful versions
of our own world.

Fantasy has an amazing selection of books and sub-genres —
some that challenge, some that entertain, some that make you
think and others that make content. This list introduces you to
some of the best fantasy on the Shetland Library shelves. There is
a fantastic group of high-quality fantasy texts — more than just the
wonderful The Lord of the Rings and Narnia. We hope to expand
your view of this genre, this magical alternative to the dreary day-
to-day living of today.

Each entry in this book consists of an author and key texts of theirs
we think you should read. Also each entry comes with
recommendations — so if you want to read similar, you know what
to look for in Shetland Library.

1. George RR Martin 4
A Game of Thrones (A Song of Fire and Ice)

2. Steven Erikson 6
Malazan Book of the Fallen

3. Patrick Rothfuss 9
The Name of the Wind (Kingkiller Chronicles)

4. J.R.R. Tolkien 12
The Lord of the Rings, et al.

5. Mervyn Peake 14
The Gormenghast Trilogy (Titus Groan)

6. Gene Wolfe 16
The Book of the New Sun

7.John Crowley 18
Little, Big

8. Scott Lynch 19

The Lies of Locke Lamora (the Gentleman Bastards)



9. Robin Hobb 22
The Farseer Trilogy

10. Robert Jordan 25
The Wheel of Time

11. Ursula K. LeGuin 28
Earthsea

12. Joe Abercrombie 30
The First Law

13. J.V. Jones 33
Sword of Shadows

14. R. Scott Bakker 37
Prince of Nothing

15. Susanna Clarke 39
Johnathan Strange & Mr Norrell

16. Stephen R. Donaldson 40
The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant

17. Terry Pratchett 42
Discworld

18. Neil Gaiman 45
American Gods, Sandman

19. Garth Nix 47
Abhorsen Trilogy

20. Tad Williams 48
Memory, Sorrow, Thorn

21. Raymond E Feist & Janny Wurts 49
The Daughters of Empire

22. Jim Butcher 51
The Dresden Files

23. Philip Pullman 52
His Dark Material

24. lan R. McLeod 54
The Light Ages

25. Juliet Marillier 55

Daughters of the Forest

Cover: Elijah Wood as Frodo Baggins in Peter Jackson’s
adaptation of JRR Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings (page 12)
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George R.R. Martin
A Game of Thrones (A Song of Ice and Fire)

This is a brilliant series, currently composed of 4 books, and likely
to end with 7. You will probably be hearing a lot more about it
because of HBO's adaptation, which shares the title of the first
book, A Game of Thrones. This is one of the best series of fantasy
in recent time, you must read it! Martin's books have been
bestsellers and award winners from day one, and his take on
fantasy — realist, historical, multi-charactered, morally gray — has
inspired many new writers since AGOT's publication in the mid-
90s.

To quote bestfantasybooks.com:

“Martin writes with flair, deftly weaving multiple storylines in a
gritty, even brutal, world that consists entirely of gray characters
instead of the classic black and white. It's a vast chess game
spanning continents, and the pieces are lords, bastards, knights,
wizards, ladies, and children. What really stands out in this series
Is Martin's penchant for axing the major characters. That's right.
No character is safe from the author's noose. Despite the demise
of major characters, the plot lines continue stronger than ever.
Tired of protagonists walking through fire without a scratch, falling
hundreds of feet without a bruise, and defeating superhuman
creatures with the same amount of effort that one puts into
scratching an arm? Then this series is your fix. The sheer
unpredictability of the series renders a delectable experience. Dare
you to predict the winners and losers? If you haven't read the
series yet, read it! Chances are, you're going to be calling in sick
the next day. It's that good.”

Song of Ice and Fire saga:
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"“There are no true knights, no more than there are gods. If you can't
protect yourself, die and get out of the way of those who can. Sharp

steel and strong arms rule this world, don't ever believe any different.”
"You're awful."

"I'm honest. It's the world that's awful. Now fly away little bird, 1'm
sick of you peeping at me."
Sandor Clegane & Sansa Stark

Similar recommendations

If you like Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire saga, try David Anthony
Durham's Acacia . It's very similar to A Song of Ice and Fire. We
do not have the first novel, Acacia: The War with the Mein, in stock
at present, but we do have the second novel, The Other Lands.

In addition, Patrick Rothfuss's The Name of the Wind is well worth
reading — beautiful, self-aware, desiring to be untouched by
fantasy clichés. You can find it in the mezzanine.

Also read Greg Keyes' The Briar King, a series which features
delicious prose, gritty realism and an enticing plot.

You can also try R. Scott Bakker's The Darkness That Comes
Before, which features fantastic dialogue, superlative prose, a
unique, but fascinating storyline, and the gritty realism that Martin
exhibits. It's also more introverted and philosophical. .

You might also like Tad Williams newest fantasy saga:
Shadowmarch

Adaptation

For those lucky enough to subscribe to Sky Atlantic, you will be
able to see HBO'’s adaptation of Game of Thrones, starring Lana
Headley, Sean Bean, Peter Dinklage, Charles Dance, Mark Addy,
Emilia Clarke, and others.



Steven Erikson
The Malazan Book of the Fallen

Since Tolkien, fantasy has rarely been revolutionary, instead
becoming more of an evolution and reinterpretation of Tolkien's
original work.

This changed with Steven Erickson, whose saga, The Malazan
Book of the Fallen, is claimed to have been a revolution on the
genre of fantasy. As bestfantasybooks.com claims:

“His saga combines both military and epic fantasy into a
delightful mix. Brilliant prose, epic storylines, gritty realism,
fascinating mix of gray characters, Erickson combines the
best of George R. Martin with the epic scope of the Greek
Classics such as the lliad and the Odyssey. One word
when reading it: epiphany. A refreshing change from the
usual Robert Jordan-esque fantasy clones that pop up like
weeds these days.”

Erikson, who real name is Steve Rune Lundin, is also a trained
archaeologist and anthropologist — cultural and historical
perspectives which affect his written worlds.

There are 9 books in this series and several side stories too. We
have the first 8 of the main series in stock:

Gardens of the Moon
Deadhouse Gates
Memories of Ice
House of Chains
Midnight Tides

The Bonehunters
Reaper's Gate

Toll the Hounds

In addition there are two books we do not have — Dust of Dreams
and The Crippled God.
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Similar recommendations:

Malazan Book of the Fallen is unique in many of its approaches to
fantasy, and it hasn't quite yet inspired its own clones.

However, if you love this series, you should read George RR
Martin's Song of Ice and Fire. It shares some of the epic scope of
Erikson, as well as complicated moral pictures, but is smaller in
scale.

In addition, Scott R. Barker's The Darkness That Comes Before
Is a great follow-on, with large-scale battles, gritty historical details
and unexpected uses of magic.

Give James Barclay's Cry of the Newborn is a similar militarist
fantasy epic.



Patrick Rothfuss: The Name of the Wind

Kvothe: Wizard, Villain, Warrior, Slave. Hero and villain
of a thousand tales. But behind a legend, there is the
simple story of a boy, a woman, and a world that will
never be the same...

Patrick Rothfuss debuted with one of the finest fantasy novels of
recent time, a beautiful, self-aware and highly imaginative tale that
takes place in one day and tells the tale of Kvothe, a inn owner
who happened to be the most famous wizard, musician and
traveler in recent times. In part autobiography, in part
deconstruction of legends and heroes, The Name of the Wind
delves deep into the psychology of Kvothe, fantasy and
masculinity.

The Name of the Wind is Patrick Rothfuss's first novel, and what
an awesome book it is. This is one tale you do not want to miss.

The sequel, The Wise Man's Fear, will help enable readers to see
if Rothfuss is truly a great of the genre. It will be out in March.
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Similar recommendations:

If you like The Name of the Wind, you might like Robin Hobb's The
Farseer. Though the authors have a different style and radically
different plots, both authors really delve deep into the mind of the
protagonist. You really get to know the hero. Both stories are about
the rise of a no-name boy into something great.

Scott Lynch's The Lies of Locke Lamora is another book really
does something special.

And Gene Wolfe, in his Book of the New Sun, is someone who
writes especially good prose and who tells the story of a disgraced
character's ascent to something more.
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J.R.R. Tolkien

Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, The Silmarilion, and
more.

There is no question as to the place of Tolkien's oeuvre on a
fantasy reading list. The father of modern fantasy, from whom we
owe the genre's dominant self-conception as the recreation of
European myth and a heroic enterprise. “Lord of the Rings is more
than mere Fantasy, it is both myth and a fictional history so real, so
enticing, that it can be read as 'real'.”

Peter Jackson's movies capture the imagination of the books with
astounding clarity -- yet at the same time, the books deliver a
different yet equally satisfying experience. If you have not yet read
this series, it's time to get it over with.

Series Information

Tolkien created the world of Middle Earth, the setting of his books,
over his entire life. The different texts originate in different
experiences (such as his World War One trench days and his
teaching as an academic), in different origins (Nordic myth, Anglo-
French medievalism), and for different audiences (his children
were particularly important, as were his peers).

The Silmarilion is a collection of tales that form the mythic
precursor to the ‘contemporary' tales of The Hobbit and The Lord
of the Rings. Itis not a novel, rather sharing much character with
the medieval and ancient texts that inspired Tolkien.

In addition, the History of Middle-Earth series provides even more
world-building, leading to the events concerning Smaug and the
Ring.

The Hobbit is a delightful tale of one hobbit's journey to a dragon's
cave, accompanying a band of dwarves and propelled by one
wizard. It is important to read prior to The Lord of the Rings, but it
can also be read on its own.

The Lord of the Rings are essential fantasy reading, and the
complexity of genre, allusion and events within cannot be properly
explained. There are 6 books that compose the series, collected in
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three volumes — The Fellowship of the Ring, The Two Towers and
The Return of the King.

Children of Hurin is Tolkien's old "new" novel that was recently
released by his son, Christopher Tolkien. Christopher edited and
completed one of Tolkien's unpublished works. It's a greatly
expanded version of Chapter XXI of The Silmarilion, "Of Turin
Turambar." and takes place long long before the Hobbit.

Unfinished Tales is yet more additional stories, featuring additional
points-of-views into the main events of Tolkien's books.
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Similar recommendations:

What can we possibly recommend if you like Lord of the Rings?
'Rings' is the progenitor of an entire genre. Regardless, I'll try and
suggest a couple books based off the "feel" of Lord of the Rings.

Tolkien has always been about the world in which his characters
live, never about the characters which live in his world. He created
a world full of myth and legend, starkly real and full of mystery.
There is always some strange power deep in a mountain, or some
magical glade in the heart of a forest. There are worlds deep in the



world, and worlds high in the heavens. It's a land full of wonder, a
world too large to explore; it's an earth that still has mysteries and
unknown lands.

There are several authors who recreate this type of world -- but
with stronger characters and more meaningful relationships.
Tolkien's characters were always too perfect, too evil; their
motivations are at best unclear and at worst, unrealistic.

If you like Tolkien, read Eye of the World by Jordan. This man
has claimed Tolkien's world building mantle: he's created a
massive world, richly developed cultures, and well-defined magic
system. When you read Jordan, you explore an ancient world full
of secrets. | have to throw out a disclaimer though: Wheel of Time
is far from perfect; Jordan becomes lost in his own world as it
grows too big even for him; (some of) his characters devolve into
caricatures, and Jordan's handling of romance between characters
Is puerile to say the least. However, many people still find the
books great fun, and if you like Tolkien's epic style, Jordan is a
must read. Jordan died a few years ago, but the immensely
talented Brandon Sanderson is finishing the series and looks to be
doing a good job, if the last Wheel of Time was any indication.

If you want a book that's like Lord of the Rings but longer, has
strong female characters, and very strong characterization (FAAR
better than Jordan's), read Tad Williams' Memory, Sorrow, Thorn
saga, another classic.

If you want the beautiful, almost lyrical writing of Tolkien and a
world in which magic is present but still a grand mystery, Ursula Le
Guin's Earthsea Cycle is a beautiful tale, full of lyrical, often sad,
prose; a tale about a village boy who seeks his destiny. Patricia A.
McKillip's Riddle-Master is also another series (trilogy) that brings
back similarities to Tolkien's style.

For a 12th century version of Middle Earth set in a stark (English)
European landscape that's as cold as the world is gritty and brutal,
read George R.R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire saga tale. If
you want to see some of Tolkien's conventions turned on their
heads and enjoy a noir version of a classic high fantasy tale with
starkly realized characters, read Joe Abercrombie's First Law

trilogy.
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Mervyn Peake - The Gormenghast Trilogy (Titus
Groan, Gormenghast, Titus Alone)

peake A doomed lord, an emergent hero,
and a dazzling array of bizarre
creatures inhabit the magical world
of the Gormenghast novels which,
along with Tolkien's Lord of the
Rings, reign as one of the
undisputed fantasy classics of all
time. At the center of it all is the
seventy-seventh Earl, Titus Groan,
who stands to inherit the miles of
rambling stone and mortar that form
Gormenghast Castle and its
kingdom, unless the conniving
Steerpike, who is determined to rise
above his menial position and
control the House of Groan, has his
way.

Gormenghast is some of the finest and most unusual fantasy you
will read. Peake is not Tolkien, he is not George RR Martin, he is
not Steven Erikson. As your understanding of fantasy might exist,
Peake is unique, and perfectly suited.

2011 is the centenary of Mervyn Peake, one of the most important
mid-twentieth English writers. His style is like Evelyn Waugh or
Virginia Woolf, with the attention to character and love of
grotesques that remind readers of Dickens. His Byzantine world
originates in growing up in China, his royal culture a parody of all
such institutions. These are books you have to read, beginning
with Titus Groan.

‘[Gormenghast]’s bizarre, haunting, joyless, gothic in the extreme
and oh so rich in character and detail. The sheer sustained and
imaginative power of this novel, the incredible attention to detail,
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and the stifling rigidity of the castle and cast of characters
supersede pretty much every other work in the English language.
“Gormenghast is literature in the purest sense but it’s also
another side of the fantasy coin and deserving to be on the list as
both one of the great works of the English language and a
dizzyingly bizarre novel that refuses to be defined by any one
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Similar recommendations:
For a modern version of fantasy weird, give China atry.
It's not in the same vein as Gormenghast, but Is the head

of one of the "new" schools of fantasy that aims for the weird and
the bizarre. Oh, and he's a superbly talented author too. You might
start with his Perdido Street Station.

For the complexity of character and studies of decaying worlds,
Gene Wolfe and John Crowley both are excellent
recommendations.

Wolfe's style changes with every book, and there are some which
match Peake. The variety of his short stories includes volumes like
Peake, so check out The Best of Gene Wolfe. For Wolfe's most
labyrinthine texts, The Book of the New Sun, the Urth of the
New Sun, The Book of the Long Sun and The Book of the
Short Sun provide a complexity of form, world and character to
match Peake — who was very much an influence on Wolfe.
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Gene Wolfe
The Book of the New Sun

FATTASY TTASTERWORKS Fantasy MAaSTERWORKS
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The Book of the New Sun is a novel in four parts by Gene Wolfe.
It is a fictional autobiography of Severian, a messianic figure who
rises from disgraced journeyman torturer to actor to lawman to
vagabond to the position of Autarch, ruler of his nation. Claiming
he has perfect memory, his tales are told as though recollected
fact, but in fact, obscure meaning and hide his motivations. The
series takes place in a distant future, where the Sun has dimmed
considerably and the Earth, now Urth, has decayed under a red
sun.

Dense with allusions, puzzles and thematic meanings, this classic
work — that exists somewhere between fantasy and science fiction
— has been fuelling discussion since its publication. It is perhaps
the most postmodern text on this reading list - a fractured, multi-
faceted read that is beautiful and mystifying, that challenges any
single interpretation upon rereading, and that endlessly fascinates.

Like Mervyn Peake and John Crowley Wolfe is a singular voice on
this reading list, whose fantasy defies easy comparison with
anyone else. And like those men, Wolfe's fiction exists as
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important texts within the general canon of 20" century literature,
and should be one of your next reads. He will satisfy your mind
and your emotions.

Other Reading

The Library has several other Wolfe texts which we would highly
recommend.

e The Best of Gene Wolfe is a collection of his finest short
stories, and Wolfe is a fine short story writer who delights in
the constraints and ambitions of the form.

e Endangered Species is another short story collection worth
reading.

e The Fifth Head of Cerberus is an excellent read — science
fiction rather than fantasy, three novellas about identity in
space.

For other authors, John Crowley and Mervyn Peake provide similar
ranges of eccentric and/or detailed characters. Crowley's Little,
Big is very different, yet has similar thematic issues.

Borges was a major influence on Wolfe's style and grotesques, but
we have none of his works in the library. Many characters allude to
his works, most particularly the giant Baldanders.

Jack Vance was one of the fathers of the semi-fantastical Dying
Earth setting, but again, he is not in our library.

The characters of Baldanders and Dr Talos are a play upon Mary
Shelley's Victor Frankenstein and his Promethean Creature, as
well as Milton's Satan of Paradise Lost.

The narrative of a boy who rises to greatness is found on this list in
Patrick Rothfuss's Name of the Wind and Lynch's The Lies of
Locke Lamora.
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John Crowley
Little, Big

JOHN

CROWLEY

PITERN Perereprren

Edgewood is many houses, all put inside each other, or
across each other. It's filled with and surrounded by
mystery and enchantment: the further in you go, the bigger
it gets. Smoky Barnable, who has fallen in love with Daily
Alice Drinkwater, comes to Edgewood, her family home,
where he finds himself drawn into a world of magical
strangeness. Crowley's work has a special alchemy -
mixing the world we know with an imagined world which
seems more true and real. Winner of the World Fantasy
Award, Little, Big is eloquent, sensual, funny and
unforgettable, a true masterpiece

John Crowley's Little, Big is an odd book, which deals with fairies,
folk legends, rural life and generational change in one long and
beautiful book. It is of excellent quality, and really needs to be
read.

Wise, sad, funny, poetic, this goes to the core of human nature,
our dreams and follies, and our attempts to find meaning in a world
we don't understand. As in all Crowley's books, the world is much
stranger than we expect. This present version of the world is
ending and the novel traces one family's involvement with this
process in an almost unbearably moving way. Their destiny links
them to the fairy realm - a world within ours, yet much larger -
manipulated by 'them' in typically amoral and callous ways, yet
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retaining free will, loving and sorrowing and bringing up kids like
anyone else, but with magic oddly intersecting with their lives.
Crowley writes such beautiful prose. His writing reaches in and
grabs your soul. He is never sentimental, because always truthful.
He knows his magic, and lightly slips it over us like a net. And he
writes so powerfully about love and longing. 'Little, Big' has at its
heart a gripping and devastating love story.

Further Reading

Chi na Mi fantasylislalsotas out of the box and unusual as
Crowley’s, start with Perdido Street Station.

Well worth considering is Susanna Clarke’s Johnathan Strange &
Mr Norrell, one of the most unique fantasy novels in recent times.

Also lan McLeod’s The Light Ages uses a historical setting and
time of change in similarly unique and challenging ways.
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Scott Lynch

The Lies of Locke Lamora

The Lies of Locke Lamora is a grand adventure following the
exploits of master thief and fraud, Locke Lamora. Leader of the
Gentleman Bandits, Locke's flamboyantly carefree life of grand
larceny comes to a crashing halt when someone who covets his
talents forces Lamora to put his life on the line to protect all he
holds dear...

A web of schemes and frauds weave the pattern that makes up
The Lies of Locke Lamora. Scott Lynch establishes himself as a
fearless storyteller, thrusting his characters into a world doused
with intricate historical and cultural information. The writing is witty,
the plot twisted, the setting based upon medieval Venice, and the
characters real. One of the most refreshing (and unique) novels to
arrive on the fantasy scene, The Lies of Locke Lamora is an
entertaining read that delivers on every promise it makes. Those
fantasy fans riding the new wave of fantasy, pioneered by George
R. Martin, China , Steven Erikson, and Scott Bakker will be
delighted with Scott's effort.

Two books are out (The Lies of Locke Lamora and Red Seas
under Red Skies) with the third (The Republic of Thieves) soon to
come.

Seorilynei & ' ScorT LyNCH

Similar recommendations:
Give The Name of the Wind and The Book of the New Sun tries
for other books with very strongly characterized protagonist.



22

Robin Hobb
The Farseer Trilogies

Young Fitz is the bastard son of the noble Prince Chivalry,
raised in the shadow of the royal court by his father's gruff
stableman. He is treated like an outcast by all the royalty
except the devious King Shrewd, who has him secretly
tutored in the arts of the assassin. For in Fitz's blood runs the
magic Skill--and the darker knowledge of a child raised with
the stable hounds and rejected by his family. As barbarous
raiders ravage the coasts, Fitz is growing to manhood. Soon
he will face his first dangerous, soul-shattering mission. And
though some regard him as a threat to the throne, he may
just be the key to the survival of the kingdom.

Hobb is one of the best characterization writers in fantasy. Her
characters are vividly real, leaping out of the pages into our minds
as living characters. She has no qualms about allowing her
protagonist to suffer. If her protagonist falls into a pit, no Deus Ex
Machina breaks the fall -- the protagonist will break both legs --
and likely the arms too. Her Farseer books are full of fantastic
characters and an interesting, mysterious world to explore. Toss in
a gripping plot, and these books make for some fantastic reads.
Hobb's The Farseer trilogy is perhaps her greatest work (and she
has written quite a few books).

About the Series

Hobb has written 4 trilogies set in the Farseer world, which are
listed below. The Tawny Man trilogy is a direct sequel to the
Farseer trilogy. Liveship Traders takes place in the same world as
Tawny Man and Farseer, but in a different country. There is one
character present in Liveship Traders that is present in the two
Fritz trilogies. The Rainwilds Chronicles is Hobb's newest series
and her latest foray into the Farseer world. It's a new story set in
the Liveship Trader's part of the Farseer world with a new cast of
characters (and some guest appearances).
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The Rainwild's Trilogy
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Similar recommendations:

It's also a no brainier to read Hobb's other books set in the same
universe: Live Ship Traders trilogy (set in the same world, but
different protagonist), and The Tawny Man trilogy (direct sequel to
the Assassin trilogy).

For the love of elaborately created worlds, Rothfuss's The Name of
the Wind is a good starter. He shows the same attention to
character as Hobb does.

For dragons, and dynastic conflict, George R.R. Martin's A Song of
Ice and Fire is a worthy read. Unfinished at present, but starting
with A Game of Thrones introduces another world where dragons
were of the past, and families struggle to remain on the throne.


http://www.bestfantasybooks.com/foolserrand
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Robert Jordan
The Wheel of Time

The Wheel of Time turns and Ages come and go, leaving
memories that become legend. Legend fades to myth, and
even myth is long forgotten when the Age that gave it birth
returns again. In the Third Age, an Age of Prophecy, the
World and Time themselves hang in the balance. What
was, what will be, and what is, may yet fall under the
Shadow...

We can truthfully say that Jordan is the King of Fantasy, if not in
complexity, then in page count. This monstrously big series spans
over 13 massive books (each at least 700 pages). Including "A
Wheel of Time" on this list invariably riles certain people and it's
probably, for some, the most controversial addition to this list.
Why? The past several years a new type of fantasy has come to
the fore of the genre: gone are the hopefully optimistic village boys
wielding magic swords on a quest to defeat the impossible; in their
place, a gritty fantasy has arisen; a stark genre where the very
conventions of what it means to be a hero are challenged: worlds
are made of gray not black and white; heroes may be both a villain
and savior; love is powerful, but ultimately ephemeral; heroes die
and villains live. It's complex stuff that is often genre blending.

Robert Jordan harkens back to the old school days where village
boys and dark lords chase each other endlessly across a
landscape. However, some strongly feel that Jordan still deserves
a place amongst the top of the genre. Jordan takes the classic
fantasy trappings laid out by Tolkien, and weaves together a
massively complex tapestry of politics, kingdoms, and magic. You
won't find another author that breaths as much life and depth into a
fictional world. In many ways, Jordan, like Tolkien, has defined (for
better or worse) one aspect of the modern fantasy tale. And he's
perhaps one of the most popular fantasy writers in the market now.
Love him or hate him, you owe it to yourself to at least read the
first book.

Jordan has left a lasting legacy on the fantasy genre and if you
ignore some of his later flaws (and his handling of relationships
between men and women for one), has written a worthy epic
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fantasy tale. Jordan passed away before his series’ end, but
Brandon Sanderson — a good author in his own right — wrapped it
up with the release of The Gathering Storm (12th book of the
Wheel of Time).

The Eye of the World
The Great Hunt

The Dragon Reborn
The Shadow Rising
The Fires of Heaven
Lord of Chaos

A Crown of Swords
The Path of Daggers
Winter's Heart

10. Crossroads of Twilight
11. Knife of Dreams

12. The Gathering Storm
13. Towers of Midnight
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Similar recommendations:

Give George R.R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire saga a try.
It's a massive epic like Jordan's The Wheel of Time (but not as
long), and it's universally held in the highest esteem, a sort of
paragon of what all Fantasy books should strive to be. You
thought those "Dragonlance" books were good? Feast on
Martin for a taste of what Fantasy books should be like.



http://www.bestfantasybooks.com/thewheeloftime
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You might also try Tracy Hickman & Margaret Weis's The
Death Gate Cycle. A monolithic seven book saga that's
reminiscent of Jordan's style: heavy on the magic, tension and
action, but unique enough not to be a banal hack.

Don't forget Gene Wolfe — his Book of the New Sun is a great
deconstruction of traditional fantasy, which mixes tropes and
ideas from different sources. It is perhaps too slow for action
freaks. Another Wolfe book, which we don't have in stock, in the
Wizard Knight i a duology of a contemporary lad send into a
Nordic fantasy world of seven levels, and who encounters
amazing events. One of the most conventional of Wolfe's
fantasies, but still worth reading.
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Ursula K. LeGuin
Earthsea

Ged was the greatest sorcerer in all Earthsea, but once he
was called Sparrowhawk, a reckless youth, hungry for
power and knowledge, who tampered with long-held
secrets and loosed a terrible shadow upon the world. This
is the tale of his testing, how he mastered the mighty words
of power, tamed an ancient dragon, and crossed death's
threshold to restore the balance.

This is a coming of age story; leaps and bounds above the usual
run of the mill boy-becomes-wizard-and-saves-world. With prose
so good that you will want to lick the pages, and a story equally as
enthralling, you will do no wrong buying this series. Lovers of
Tolkien's Middle Earth will find themselves right at home in Guin's
Earthsea. This is epic fantasy, but it's one of the best series out
there. These books won a Nebula and Hugo award. This is the
types of book you can read over and over, then some more.
Touching, beautiful, at times sad, the Earthsea saga is one of the
great masterpieces of fantasy literature.

The first four books follow the life of Ged. The fifth is a compilation
of short stories set in the Earthsea world. The sixth (The Other
Wind) returns to the story of Ged and concludes the cycle.

TALES FROM
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Similar recommendations:

e J.R.R.Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings.

e Patrick Rothfuss's The Name of the Wind shares similar
plot ideas, but is a more modern interpretation of the tale that
LeGuin tells. Both share attempts to deconstruct typical
Western or fantasy genre tropes.

e More LeGuin — most especially her ice-world work, The Left
Hand of Darkness.
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Joe Abercrombie
The Blade Itself

Logen Ninefingers, infamous barbarian, has finally run out
of luck. Caught in one feud too many, he's on the verge of
becoming a dead barbarian - leaving nothing behind him
but bad songs, dead friends, and a lot of happy enemies.
Nobleman, dashing officer, and paragon of selfishness,
Captain Jezal dan Luthar has nothing more dangerous in
mind than fleecing his friends at cards and dreaming of
glory in the fencing circle. But war is brewing, and on the
battlefields of the frozen North they fight by altogether
bloodier rules. Inquisitor Glokta, cripple turned torturer,
would like nothing better than to see Jezal come home in a
box. But then Glokta hates everyone: cutting treason out of
the Union one confession at a time leaves little room for
friendship. His latest trail of corpses may lead him right to
the rotten heart of government, if he can stay alive long
enough to follow it. Enter the wizard, Bayaz. A bald old
man with a terrible temper and a pathetic assistant, he
could be the First of the Magi, he could be a spectacular
fraud, but whatever he is, he's about to make the lives of
Logen, Jezal, and Glotka a whole lot more difficult.

Murderous conspiracies rise to the surface, old scores are
ready to be settled, and the line between hero and villain is
sharp enough to draw blood. Unpredictable, compelling,
wickedly funny, and packed with unforgettable characters,
The Blade lItself is noir fantasy with a real cutting edge.

The Blade Itself is a rousing new entry to the fantasy genre and
the first book of the First Law trilogy. Joe Abercrombie takes all the
classic fantasy conventions and spins them into something new.
The Blade Itself features reluctant heroes, black humor, and
breathtaking action. Seemingly a novel of contrasts, The Blade
Itself is defined by its cast: a philosophical Barbarian who hates to
kill, a dashing hero afraid to fight, and a crippled torturer with a
heart of gold. The twisted plot and cast of unforgettable characters
makes The Blade Itself an absolute must read. The other two
books are equally enthralling and there is no dip in the "quality" of
the series. This is one of the best trilogies in the fantasy genre.
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Abercrombie in Shetland Library

Joe Abercrombie has 4 books in Shetland Library — The First
Law Trilogy, composed of The Blade Itself, Before They
Hanged and Last Argument of Kings. In addition, a standalone
text, Best Served Cold, which is set in the same world, is also in
the library.

The First Law trilogy
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Similar recommendations:

The Blade Itself is a new style of Fantasy that's gaining swift
momentum. The quality level demanded of a good Fantasy novel
Is now very high. Readers are no longer satisfied with the dark
lords versus farm boy conceit. This new style of Fantasy takes the
old staples of Fantasy and remakes them into something more
sophisticated. Strong, witty writing, dry humor, twisted plotting, and
full of contrasting elements, this new style makes for some
intelligent reading. In this new world of noir Fantasy, shades of
gray are the new black and white. If you like this 21st century
upgrade to the Fantasy genre, check out books by R. Scott
Bakker, Brandon Sanderson, Scott Lynch, Joe Abercrombie,
George R.R. Martin, and Steven Erikson.
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J.V. Jones
Sword of Shadows

Description

As a newborn Ash March was abandoned--left for dead at the
foot of a frozen mountain. Found and raised by the Penthero Iss,
the mighty Surlord of Spire Vanis, she has always known she is
different. Terrible dreams plague her and sometimes in the
darkness she hears dread voices from another world. Iss
watches her as she grows to womanhood, eager to discover
what powers his ward might possess. As his interest quickens,
he sends his living blade, Marafice Eye, to guard her night and
day.

J.V. Jone's Sword of Shadows begins with A Cavern of Black
Ice. Gritty, cold fantasy, with a flair for the gruesome. This fabulous
series is jam-packed full of goodness. Characterization is great,
and Jones, like Robin Hobb and George R. Martin, gives no
guarter to her heroes. Plot, too, is superlative. This is Sword and
Sorcery the way it's meant to be. Jones has really come into her
own the past few years and Sword of Shadows is her masterpiece.
This series seems to be underrated for some reason; it certainly
does not get the attention it deserves. Yes, some really good
fantasy books have been released the past couple years, but
Sword of Shadows can hold its own. If you like the gritty flavor of A
Song of Ice and Fire, you owe it to yourself to read this series.

J.V. Jones in Shetland Library
The current four books of The Sword of Shadows series are in
the library — A Cavern of Black Ice, A Fortress of Grey Ice, A
Sword from Red Ice and Watcher of the Dead. It is set in the
same world as Book of Words, though it's in a different place
and there are completely new characters. Book of Words is
inferior to Sword of Shadows, but it's a decent fantasy series,
better than most in fact.
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Sword of Shadows
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Similar recommendations:

Try George Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire saga, which
features a brutal, gritty world set in an ice-filled milieu.
Characters are realistic and Martin holds nothing back. It's a
superlative epic fantasy saga. You might also try J.V. Jones's
other excellent fantasy saga, The Book of Words i composed
of The Baker's Boy, A Man Betrayed and Master and Fool.
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David Anthony Durham

Acacia

Leodan Akaran, ruler of the Known World, has inherited
generations of apparent peace and prosperity, won ages
ago by his ancestors. A widower of high intelligence, he
presides over an empire called Acacia, after the idyllic
island from which he rules. He dotes on his four children
and hides from them the dark realities of traffic in drugs
and human lives on which their prosperity depends. He
hopes that he might change this, but powerful forces
stand in his way. And then a deadly assassin sent from a
race called the Mein, exiled long ago to an ice-locked
stronghold in the frozen north, strikes at Leodan in the
heart of Acacia while they unleash surprise attacks across
the empire. On his deathbed, Leodan puts into play a plan
to allow his children to escape, each to their separate
destiny. And so his children begin a quest to avenge their
father's death and restore the Acacian empire. Acacia is a
thrilling work of literary imagination that creates an all-
enveloping and mythic world that will carry readers away.
It is a timeless tale of heroism and betrayal, of treachery
and revenge, of primal wrongs and ultimate redemption.
David Durham has re-imagined the epic narrative for our
time in a book that will surely mark his breakthrough to a
wide audience.

George R.R. Martin, take heed, you have a new challenger for the
throne of kingdoms! David Anthony Durham. The new kid on the
fantasy block has some new moves that may even impress the
old timers. Durham, a well known historical fiction author, brings
his writing prowess to the fantasy genre. And what an effort it is!
Acacia has all the elements that make A Song of Ice and Fire so
compelling. Unpredictability? Check. Mysterious magic? Check.
Fantastic world building and myth? Check. Political maneuvering?
Check. Massive Battles? Check. Great characterization? Check.
Fantastic writing? Check. A plot that grips and won't let go?
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Check. Should you read it? Double Check.

Acacia Series

Similar recommendations

Acacia is written in the epic Fantasy tradition that Tolkien
pioneered. Epic Fantasy is probably the most popular type of
Fantasy and the real "poster boy" for the Fantasy genre
(something that | personally believe should not be the case). If
you like Acacia, then it's a sure bet that you will love these other
series. You should definitely read George R.R. Martin's A Song
of Ice and Fire saga, which is the best epic fantasy series
currently out there (and my top pick). Robert Jordan's The
Wheel of Time is also another excellent epic Fantasy in the
tradition. The Greg Keyes Kingdom of Thorn and Bone is also
another spectacular epic fantasy series that's several notches
above most other series. And of course the daddy of epic
Fantasy, Lord of the Rings. For a more anti-hero protagonist,
Stephen Donaldson's Chronicles of Thomas Covenant is another
great series to read. You want epic Fantasy that's brings new
meaning to the word "epic," then read Steven Erikson's Malazan
Book of the Fallen. And if you want some epic Fantasy that
really breaks or twists in some way most of the standard
conventions of epic Fantasy, read Joe Abercrombie's The Blade
Itself.
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R. Scott Bakker

The Prince of Nothing (The Darkness That Came
Before)

In a world saturated by religious fanaticism, Maithanet, enigmatic
spiritual leader of the Thousand Temples, declares a Holy War
against the infidels. Ikurei Conphas, military genius and nephew
to the Nansur Emperor, embarks on a war to conquer the known
world in the name of his emperor...and himself. Drusas
Achamian, spy and sorcerer of the mysterious northern
sorceries, tormented by visions of the great apocalypse, seeks
the promised one, the savior of mankind. Anasurimbor Kellhus,
heir to the shattered northern kingdom, whose ruins now lay
hidden in the deepest north, a place now desolate, home to only
the No-Men. Gifted with extraordinary martial skills of hand and
foot, and steering souls through the subtleties of word and
expression, he slowly binds all - man and woman, emperor and
slave - to his own mysterious ends. But the fate of men--even
great men--may be cast into ruin. For in the deep north, the hand
of the forgotten No-God stirs once more and his servants tread
the lands of men...

Those looking for more of the "boy becomes wizard and defeats
dark lord" books that litter the bargain bins of any bookstore, look
elsewhere; The Darkness That Comes Before (and the two
sequels) are fantasy for grownups. Cerebral to its core, The
Darkness That Comes before is a new type of fantasy -- a
philosophical meandering about existentialism. Oh, and it has
enough action and bloodletting that even Rambo fans would
appreciate. Combining the gritty realism of George R.R. Martin and
epic scale of Steven Erikson, The Darkness That Comes Before
will grip you harder than a vice. Rest assured that the two sequels,
The Warrior King and The Thousandfold Thought maintain the
excellent standard set by the first book. Scott Bakker has
established himself as one of the genre's top fantasy authors.

Bakker has completed the two sequels to the Darkness that Came
Before. He's currently working on a sequel trilogy Aspect Emperor.
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The first which shows a lot of promise and is a great continuation
to the Prince of Nothing series. It's less philosophical and more
"plot" and story which | found refreshing. There is still plenty of
what made Prince of Nothing a good read, however.

Prince of Nothing

R.SCOTT BAKKER
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Similar recommendations:

The vast scope of The Darkness That Comes Before is very
redolent of Steven Erickson's Malazan Book of the Fallen saga,
though the characters are less gray, and the story more focused.
Also try George R.R Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire saga, which
IS very epic and very gritty. Bakker wrote an epic fantasy that really
reworked the conventions of the epic fantasy genre. Another
series that does that is Abercrombie's First Law series (starts with
The Blade Itself).
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Susanna Clarke
Jonathon Strange & Mr. Norrell

What would happen if you locked Tolkien, Dickens, and Jane
Austin in a room? Why, Susanna Clark's masterpiece Jonathon
Strange and Mr. Norrell of course! Like the Victorian era the book
Is situated in, the story ambles along at a sedate pace. But what
starts out as a jolly stroll down Oxford Street transforms into the
darkly disturbing decent into the madness of two magicians.
Fabulously written, dark, fully of mystery and wonder, Susanna
Clark's masterpiece is owed a read by every fantasy fan. A
complete reimagining of English history, Jonathon Strange and Mr.
Norrell is the story of two English magicians in a world where
magic exists only in the annals of English history. It starts slow but
keep reading--the tale soon envelopes you. It's a different sort of
read then the Robert Jordan type of fantasy, but it's a refreshing
addition to the fantasy genre. You can't always eat the same meal
every day right? Why not try something different? If you are in for
something new that's very tasty, give Jonathon Strange & Mr.
Norrell a shot.

JONATHAN
STRANGE
&
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Susanna Clarke

Similar recommendations:

Little, Big by Crowley shares the use of old fairy tales of this book.
As does Keith Donohue's The Stolen Child. A novel about the
search for identity, The Stolen Child makes for a compelling read.
Like Clarke’s book, these are very well written. These books are
sort of your "out of the box" fantasy -- it's never been done before.
It's quite refreshing to see the contemporary fantasy genre has
more to it then epic fantasy (swords and sorcery).
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Stephen R. Donaldson
The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant

Description

He called himself Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever because he
dared not believe in the strange alternate world in which he
suddenly found himself. Yet he was tempted to believe, to fight
for the Land, to be the reincarnation of its greatest hero....

Stephen R. Donaldson changed the face of fantasy in 1977 with
the publishing of Lord Foul's Bane (book one in The First
Chronicles of Thomas Covenant). It took the world by storm.
Hailed as a masterpiece of fantasy literature, TC went on to sell
over 6 million copies. And for good reason. Donaldson's magnum
opus is regarded as one the most emotionally compelling fantasy
works ever created. Covenant is through and through an antihero.
From anti-hero to hero, from tragedy to victory, this is one man's
quest to save The Land from Evil and in the process, find his own
redemption? If you love fantasy, READ THESE BOOKS.
Donaldson is one of the best characterization writers, ever.
Donaldson is not afraid to explore the darker side of humanity,
however. If you're looking for a saccharine fairly tale that brings a
feel-good smile to the table, look elsewhere. If you want a riveting,
darkly realistic tale about a flawed man's quest for redemption, you
won't do better than Thomas Covenant.

Donaldson in the Library
Stephen Donaldson has three Thomas Covenant series: First
Chronicles of Thomas Covenant, Second Chronicles of Tomas
Covenant, and the recent series, the Last Chronicles of Thomas
Covenant. We have every book in stock, except the last, the
ominously titled Against All Things Ending. Each series is
chronological and follows the exploits of Thomas Covenant. We
recommend beginning with Lord Foul's Bane, the first novel.
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The First Chronicles:
e Lord Foul's Bane
o |llearth War
e Power That Preserves

The Second Chronicles
¢ Wounded Land
e One Tree
¢ White Gold Wielder

The Last Chronicles
e The Runes of Earth
¢ Fatal Revenant

Similar recommendations

If you like his Donaldson's First Chronicles of Thomas Covenant
The Unbeliever, then you should read his Covenant trilogies listed
above.

If you like the characterization of Thomas Covenant, you may like
Tad William's epic fantasy Memory, Sorrow, Thorn saga which
really follows the transformation of the protagonist over the course
of the series.

Read Robin Hobb's The Farseer for another story with
magnificent characterization set in a fantasy landscape (though
Farseer is not exactly epic fantasy). Donaldson is unique in fantasy
because his character is whole a whole an anti-hero instead of a
hero.

You may like George R.R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire saga;
there are some detestable main characters (anti-hero types) that
become more agreeable as the series progresses; You see a slow
evolution of these characters.
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Terry Pratchett - Discworld

Terry Pratchett is one of Britain's best writers today, and whose
writing you may be very familiar with already. His dominant setting
Is Discworld, a flat world carried on the back of a giant turtle in
space. As you may guess from this, the original intention of
Discworld was satire of fantasy, folk history and myth, but
Pratchett has evolved from his first novels to create a densely
complex, intellectually rigorous and cultural rich series of novels
that have engaged many different genres (detective fiction —
starting with Guards, Guards, thrillers, university fiction, young
adult fiction — most delightful in the Tiffany Aching series starting
with Wee Free Men, and so on) and ideas (witches — Equal Rites
and Wyrd Sisters; vampires — Carpe Jugulam, the press — The
Truth; war — Jingo and Monstrous Regiment, time travel —
Night Watch; Christmas — Hogfather; and lots more)

Pratchett writes very much about Britain in the 20" and 21°
centuries. His trolls, dwarves, elves, watchmen, vampires, witches,
settings and themes reflect our culture. He is therefore one of the
most political writers on this list, and one of the most satiric.

Discworld Series in the Library

There are currently 38 Discworld books, covering a wide range of
characters and genres. So you do not have to read them all —
though we would really recommend them all. We are going to list
them all in order, and then we will break them up by 'series' —
based upon the recurring central characters that unite them.

.
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1. Rincewind & The Wizards

Cowardly wizard Rincewind is
our introduction to Discworld, for
a long time just running away
from the next threat. Eventually
settled with the rest of the
wizards at the Unseen
University, he goes on strange
trips, and eventually the
university forms a footy team.

The Colour of Magic
The Light Fantastic
Sourcery

Faust-Eric
Interesting Times
The Last Continent
The Last Hero
Unseen Academicals
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21 The Witches

Pratchett focused next on
witches, portraying them very
much as old (and young)
women first, whose magic lies
first in knowing how to
manipulate others and the other
stuff only when absolutely
needed.

Equal Rites
Wyrd Sisters
Witches Abroad
Lords and Ladies
Maskerade
Carpe Jugulum
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Their stories continue with
Tiffany Aching, in The Wee Free
Men.

31 Death

Death — the skeleton, with the
scythe, the black cowl and the
white horse — is one of the major
background characters in
Discworld. He speaks in
CAPITALS, and is rather
sarcastic. Meet his family, his
helpers and more of Discworld
mythology in these books:

Mort

Reaper Man
Soul Music
Hogfather
Thief of Time

akrownE

47 The Watch

The Watch in fantasy books
exist to be killed by the hero,
right? Wrong. Pratchett's Ankh-
Morpork Watch is his own most
loved series, with a group that
evolves from 4 unlikely heroes
against a dragon to being the
backbone of civil society.

Guards, Guards

Men At Arms

Feat of Clay

Jingo

The Fifth Elephant
Night Watch
[Monstrous Regiment]
Thud!

ONOOTAWDNE
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Moist von Lipwig

Want to read about
dysfunctional public services
made good? About saving the
post office and the banks?
Pratchett makes excellent
drama by putting a thief in
charge of these institutions,
which are full of brilliantly
decrepit characters, and which
need a reforming hand.

1. Going Postal
2. Making Money

Tiffany Aching & the Feegles

Put a teenage witch and several
hundred angry tiny blue gnomes
in four stories, add in cruel
elves, the spirit of Winter and
the spirit of hatred to each, and
what do you get? Some of the
best fantasy written for adults
and for young people in a long
time!

1. The Wee Free Men
2. A Hat Full of Sky

3. Wintersmith

4. | Shall Wear Midnight

Other Ankh-Morpork books

Other books set, like the Watch
books and the Moist Von Lipwig
books, in Ankh-Morpork. This
town has evolved so much in
Pratchett's fiction, and provides
scope for many different tales.
The first listed is about movies
and the second Discworld's first
newspaper.

e Moving Pictures
e The Truth

Miscellaneous Books

Individual volumes that explore
parts of the Discworld, and
issues like religion, myth and
country culture.

e Pyramids

e Small Gods

e The Amazing Maurice and
his Educated Rodents
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Neil Gaiman

American Gods and Sandman.

Released shortly after his wife's death, Shadow finds himself
adrift without ties. Things change when Wednesday, trickster
and wise man who just may or may not be a god, convinces
Shadow to be his driver and errand boy. They journey from
place to place, across the rural landscapes of America,
rounding up Egyptian deities, Norse gods, and a host of other
entities in preparation for what will be the Last Battle -- a
battle between the old gods who have found themselves in
America over the past 10,000 years and the new gods of the
digital age. Shadow finds himself drawn into a world where
myth and legend coexist with today's realities.

American Gods is triumph of storytelling and a real look into the
underlying, hidden assumptions of what it means to be American.
A scary, somewhat strange hallucinogenic road trip, American
Gods is quest to find the American identity. Gaiman captures the
guintessential American truth: every person in America has roots
from somewhere else. A crossover fantasy, American Gods is also
a literary triumph. This is cerebral fantasy that's also a damn good
tale. If you want some well-written, addictive fantasy that digs into
the fabric of American society, American Gods delivers.

Sandman will be the sole graphic novel collection on this list, a
mature fantasy about storytelling, dreams, belief, history, gods and
Shakespeare, among much else. Gaiman, a prolific graphic novel
writer, started his Sandman concept in the early 1990s, and
created one of the most successful comics of that decade. We
have the entire collection of this gothic, moody and beautiful tale,
or set of tales.

Focused upon Dream, or the Sandman, the eternal spirit and
guardian of dreams, these are some of the most interesting of
contemporary fantasy and a worthy companion to American Gods.
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The tales begin with Dream’s imprisonment at the beginning of the
20™ century, and - after his release in the 1990s - his attempt to
interact with the modern world which has gone a bit awry without
his guidance. Dream goes to Hell, tramps across the Midwest and
there are recurrent tales of his interaction with historical figures
from Robespierre to Julius Caesar to - most of all - Shakespeare,
from whom he commissions one of the bard’s most famous plays.

Similar recommendations

for other Fantasy concerned with myth and legends coexisting (or
struggling) with the modern world, read Robert Holdstock's
Mythago Wood. Kay's very good Ysabel also deals with a similar
theme. Keith Donohue's The Stolen Child is another book that
grapples with the reality of folk tales (fairies) effect on the modern
world. It's also a deep look into a man's search for his identity.
China also explore the same theme (old myths living
amongst and struggling with today's realities) in his latest (as of
July 2010) novel, Kraken. Another popular author that also likes to
juxtapose myth and modern society is Charles de Lint. Myth
existing in today's world does seem to be a common them with the
Urban Fantasy subgenre, but the above books are the best written
that feature myths living in the modern world.

vertigocomics.com
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Garth Nix
Abho rsen Trilogy

Ostensibly these books are for Young Adults, but don't let the age
restriction deter you. This is one of the best fantasy tales out there.
As a bonus, the books are not monstrously big like many of the
fantasy books these days. This is a good thing. Many fantasy
books meander into nowhereland; Nix, however, is a phenomenal
writer, able to fully harness the power of the English language. The
Abhorson trilogy is a mix of fantasy and horror. If you want some
fantasy that gives you the chills while delivering a rousing, action
packed tale, you won't go wrong with Abhorson. Buy the book, curl
up on your favorite sofa, dim the lights, and be prepared for a
chilling fantasy tale.

Abhorsen Trilogy & Other Tales
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Similar recommendations:

A classic series kids around the world have grown up reading is
The Chronicles of Narnia. You should also read Garth Nix's
newest series, Keys to the Kingdom, is also a great read, both
for the kiddies and adults, one of the better series for kids. Don't
forget to read Jonathon Stroud's very impressive The Bartimaeus
Trilogy. It's an action packed thrill ride about a magician's
apprentice who manages to summon a powerful genie
(Bartimaeus). Bartimaeus is less then pleased with this turn of
events and tries to sabotage his young master at every
opportunity. Hilariously funny, at times very dark, with great writing,
a great cast of well-developed characters, and an interesting
world, Bartimaeus is a must read series (for both kids and adults).
You might want to take a gander with Philip Pullman's His Dark
Materials. It's uber-famous and with good reason.
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Tad Williams

Memory, Sorrow, Thorn

Memory, Sorrow, Thorn is William's answer to Lord of the Rings.
His answer is not a clone, but a challenge. Get ready to explore a
vivid world and journey to the far yonder. William's characterization
Is top notch; you follow the journey of young Simon from boy to
man, from kitchen scullion to hero. The plot is thick and often
crawls at a snail's pace, but the series is an undisguised jewel. A
must for any fantasy aficionado! There is a reason why after so
many years, Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn remain near the top of
many fantasy lovers' list. Read it to find out why!

About Tad's Series

Tad's Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn series has been completed for
many years. He's recently penned another epic high fantasy series
called Shadow March. | actually really like this series -- it's
certainly one of the better ones out there. The verdict is still out on
how it will rank when it's completed (3 books out now with 1 more
to come | believe), but it may surpass his Memory, Sorrow, and
Thorn depending.

Similar recommendations:

Lord of the Rings by J.R.R Tolkien. Also read William's new
fantasy saga Shadowmarch. Wonderful prose and a strong plot. |
also recommend Tad William’s City of Golden Shadow saga. It's
science fiction, but there are quite a few fantasy elements too; it's
kind of like the Matrix.
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Raymond E Feist & Janny Wurts
The Daughters of the Empire (The Empire Trilogy)

Feist, author of the Riftwar Trilogy, and Wurts, whose fantasy
novels include Sorcerer's Legacy and Stormwarden, worked
together to produce this absorbing saga.

Mara is taking her final religious vows when a messenger
interrupts the ceremony to report the deaths in battle of her father
and brother. Now Ruling Lady of the Acoma, the teenager must
rally its depleted forces against many enemies, particularly Lord
Jingu of the Minwanabi, who sent her menfolk to their demise.
Hampered though she is by the rigid traditions of her Oriental
society, Mara replenishes her army with the masterless grey
warriors and skilfully reaches a bargain with the cho-ja, insectoid
aliens. Her most dangerous gambit is a political marriage to
cement an alliance. Deprived of overt status, she finds it difficult to
manipulate her brutish but cunning husband. This full-bodied
dynastic fantasy has the sweep and drama of a good historical
novel about an exotic time and place.

The Empire Trilogy is something special. Set in an otherworldly
Asian-esque environment, Feist and Wurts produce great
characterization, politcal machinations, drama and consequences.
Analyzing the role of women in traditional male environments, their
work is the strong combination of one another’s talents.

Empire Trilogy

SRAYMOND E. FEIST
JANNY WURTS

s

.

Similar recommendations:
Feist's books always emphasize the heavy use of magic and
loads of political tensions. If you like Feist's style of storytelling
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and his use of heavy magic, read Robert Jordan's The Wheel of
Time. Jordan's books are rampant with magic use. The prose
(perhaps due to Wurt's influence) is superior to Magician. Also
read the The Rune Lords series by David Farland. Same style
of writing as Feist (lots of magic, lots of powerful characters, lots
of action, not that much characterization), but with a more
interesting magic system. The problem with Feist is that he tends
to make his character's too powerful and Feist is forced to find
ridiculous ways of handicapping them.



Jim Butcher

Dresden Files

The Dresden Files are Jim's first published series, telling the
story of Harry Blackstone Copperfield Dresden, Chicago's first
(and only) Wizard P.l. Harry Dresden, a Sherlock with kick-
ass attitude and wizard powers. This is some damn addictive
detective fantasy. The series contains everything a fantasy
book lover could want: magic, action, mystery, adventure,
love, and sorrow. It also gets pretty damn dark by the later
part of the series. Get ready to meet vampires, werewolves,
wizards, fairies, and angles.

The first three Dresden Files books are in stock, with some of the
later ones too. These are

e Storm Front

e Fool Moon

e Grave Peril
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Highly recommended and unusual in comparison to the core
perception of fantasy, these have a Gaiman-esque quality.
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Philip Pullman
His Dark Materials

HIS DARK MATERIALS HIS DARK MATERIALS
o TACTaslidrn Compunre smestom pius I,

His Dark Materials by Phillip Pullman is a modern classic, one of
the most vibrant depictions of fantasy at its best. A children’s set of
books, but also a powerful fable for adults, Milton combines
science, myth and a criticism of religion into a potent, even tragic
tale of man’s redemption and freedom.

The story involves fantasy elements such as witches and people’s
souls forming familiars called daemons. Pullman’s imagination is
powerful and varied, with a tribe of armoured, talking polar bears,
airships, alternate universes and angels that allude most of all to
Milton’s Paradise Lost. Indeed the trilogy functions in part as a
retelling and inversion of John Milton's epic Paradise Lost; with
Pullman commending humanity for what Milton saw as its most
tragic failing

These books are highly recommended, JOHN MILTON
and would be even more so :
complimented by a reading of Paradise
Lost - arguably an antecedent of the
modern fantasy genre, but also one of PHILIP pL I [ 1\1 \\
the finest works of English literature
ever (and the bane of many university
students).
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Further Reading

e The Chronicles of Narnia is an ideological opposite of
Pullman’s work, but C.S. Lewis’s Narnia is a classic of the
genre that stands up to Pullman’s work.

e Garth Nix’s the Abhorsen Trilogy is another great children’s
fantasy that can fascinate adult minds.
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lan R. McLeod
The Light Ages

MER.

Wort Fartasy Asard - Wieneg Aufior

Set in an Age of Industry a bleak and gritty England, the wealth
that comes from magic is both revered and reviled. Here, an
ambitious young man is haunted by his childhood love--a woman
determined to be a part of the world he despises. This is
steampunk fantasy. That is, fantasy where technology and magic
are woven together. | found this was a fascinating novel about a
humble man's quest to change the world. The world is an alternate
gritty London during the industrial revolution (but with magic
instead of electricity). Those who like books in the vein of Neil
Gaiman and China will be entertained by this novel.

Further Reading

Neil Gaiman’s oeuvre, including Sandman and American Gods,
as well as China I Perdido Street Station.
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Juliet Marillier
Daughters of the Forest (Seven Waters Trilogy)

Celtic fantasy that rocks. Marillier's books have some of the best
female characterization in fantasy. These books have a decidedly
romantic bent to them.

Young Sorcha is the seventh child and only daughter of Irish
Lord Colum of Sevenwaters, a domain well protected from
invading Saxons and Britons by dense forest where, legend
says, fey Deirdre, the Lady of the Forest, walks the
woodland paths at night. Colum is first and foremost a
warrior, bent on maintaining his lands against all outsiders.
Not all of his sons are so bound to the old ways, and that
family friction leads to outright disobedience when Sorcha
and her brother Finbar help a Briton captive escape from
Colum's dungeon. Soon after, Colum brings home a new
wife who ensorcels everyone she can't otherwise
manipulate. By her spell Sorcha's brothers are cursed to
become swans. Only Sorcha, hiding deep in the forest, can
break the spell by painfully weaving shirts of starwort nettle--
but then Sorcha is captured by Britons and taken away
across the sea. Determined to break the curse despite her
captivity, Sorcha continues to work, little expecting that
ultimately she will have to choose between saving her
brothers and protecting the Briton lord who has defended
her throughout her trials. Marillier's writing is deft and
heartfelt, bypassing the usual bombast of fantasy fireworks
for a rich, magical story of loyalty and love.
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Further Reading

Continue with the Trilogy (which has expanded beyond its original
three):

A Son of the Shadows (2000)
A Child of the Prophecy (2001)
A Heir to Sevenwaters (2008)

Also try out her Saga of the Light Isles, a Viking and Pictish
fantasy set in Orkney:

A Wolfskin (2002)
A Foxmask (2003

If you like the Celtic fantasy aspect of the series, try Stephen
Lawhead's The Endless Knot.

And you must read Robert Holdstock's Mythago Wood. It's
stunning and also a literary masterpiece. Since we don’t have it in
stock at the moment, try out his Celtika and its sequel The Iron
Grail — these are books about Merlin, which are surprising and
beautiful.



